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MWPHCC Upcoming Tech Training 
Thursday, April 4, 2024 6:15 pm 

Holiday Inn 
10000 Baltimore Avenue, College Park 

 
This 60 -Minute Tech Training will feature Washington Gas & ICF.      

Training at 6:15 followed by dinner!  

Metropolitan Washington PHCC 
  

The Metropolitan Washington Association of Plumbing- Heating-Cooling Contractors (MWPHCC) 
was founded in 1873 and represents approximately 40 companies and their employees. We 

place a strong emphasis on training and social networking and we are always focused on ways 
to make your business more profitable. Our chapter also places importance on giving back to 

the community through community service and promotion of the industry.  

Click HERE to register! 

 

TOPIC:   Gas Meters and Regulators 
 

Speaker:  Michael Atkinson,  Sr. Training Specialist at Washington Gas 

 

The training will focus on recognizing different meters and regulators and identifying the type and 

the pressure supplied.  He  will also review abnormal operating conditions.   

 

ICF which is the company that assists Washington Gas in managing the rebate program will give a 

presentation titled “High Efficiency Gas Appliance Rebates” which will focus on the rebate pro-

grams available for the homeowners within our service territory and bring awareness to the con-

tractors.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mwphcc-tech-training-with-washington-gas-and-icf-tickets-861059741867?aff=odeccpebemailcampaigns&utm_source=eventbrite&utm_medium=ebcampaigns&utm_campaign=26087939&utm_term=ctabutton&mipa=ABIdvVvCEJxXsaNUotpuPYJuaHo0IQUQT7aH1Xr
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A few foursomes remain available...  
MWPHCC Golf Outing!  
Registration is OPEN 

Have Questions?                                                                  
Contact us today by clicking here...  

https://www.invitedclubs.com/clubs/norbeck-country-club
https://form.jotform.com/211437550935153
mailto:sue@mwphcc.org
mailto:sue@mwphcc.org
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                  UPCOMING MWPHCC 
                TECH TRAININGS  

 

 
 

April 4, 2024 
Washington Gas  
  
 

May 2, 2024 
Rinnai America  
 
 

September 5, 2024 
Duhart Company 
Gastite Certification  

All trainings begin at 6:00 p.m. and are held for Chapter Members at                   

Holiday Inn, College Park 
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Staying Informed Keeps You Ahead of the Curve 

This month’s edition includes: 

*   “I Was Born to Be a Plumber’ 

Reconciling Family Traditions with Changing Times 

(and What You Can Do Through Social Media) 

 

*   PHCC Legislative Conference, May 21-22  

Meet face to face with your federal legislators on Capitol Hill to educate 

them on priorities in our industry  

 

*  Congress on Cusp of Government Funding Plan 
By Mark Valentini, Director of Legislative Affairs 

 
*  The Power of Women!   What better time than Women’s History Month  

to shine the spotlight on women making a real difference in our industry!  

 

Plus more! 

Click HERE to 
access PHCC 

ONLINE. 

https://www.magnetmail.net/actions/email_web_version.cfm?ep=owOBucsU8zdDtTY9Pw4Mi7f-N31d7pCjvI9IZu9OahA_1YXsb9r6CQz6HZ5crV6xC2MKzLv9sqWCdW57p0GXnFlsDI6G-_QaJAfF4PgZj8-0H9IiV6ebk28LG8XtD48x
https://www.magnetmail.net/actions/email_web_version.cfm?ep=owOBucsU8zdDtTY9Pw4Mi7f-N31d7pCjvI9IZu9OahA_1YXsb9r6CQz6HZ5crV6xC2MKzLv9sqWCdW57p0GXnFlsDI6G-_QaJAfF4PgZj8-0H9IiV6ebk28LG8XtD48x
https://www.magnetmail.net/actions/email_web_version.cfm?ep=owOBucsU8zdDtTY9Pw4Mi7f-N31d7pCjvI9IZu9OahA_1YXsb9r6CQz6HZ5crV6xC2MKzLv9sqWCdW57p0GXnFlsDI6G-_QaJAfF4PgZj8-0H9IiV6ebk28LG8XtD48x
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MWPHCC would like to take                       

an opportunity to thank  

Al Luke of Jiffy Plumbing                                                

for his generous donation of                                             

gift cards and gift certificates                                       

for our monthly raffles at our                                         

Tech Training meetings! 
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HOW TO SEE LIKE A LEADER 
By:  Dan Rockwell,  The Leadership Freak Blog,  March 14, 2024 

“The greatest thing a human soul ever 

does in this world is to see something, 

and tell what it saw in a plain way…” 

John Ruskin 

 

How to see like a leader: 
#1. Honestly explore yourself. 

Explore your biases. Daniel Kahne-

man’s book, “Thinking, Fast and 

Slow,” disoriented me. Cognitive bias 

is a discomforting thought that I love 

to ignore. 

You attribute success to yourself and 

failure to others. 

“Leaders who have been lucky are 

never punished for having taken too 

much risk. Instead, they are believed 

to have had the flair and foresight to 

anticipate success, and the sensible 

people who doubted them are seen in 

hindsight as mediocre, timid, and 

weak.” Daniel Kahneman 

Suggestion: Practice structured self-

reflection. Ask yourself a set of prede-

termined questions that speak to rele-

vant issues. Don’t simply sit under a 

tree thinking whatever comes to mind. 

 

#2. Repeatedly say, “I could be 

wrong.” 

I’ll speak for myself. I’ve been right all 

my life. It’s shocking to think I could be 

wrong now. I evaluate myself through 

the lens of my strengths and others by 

their weaknesses.  Humility is a way of 

seeing myself. 

#3. Consistently expand 

your perspective. 

Your view is the right 

view until you see 

through the eyes of an-

other. You still could be right, but at 

least you’ve evaluated. 

Suggestion: Ask people for their per-

spective. Don’t simply dismiss it. Re-

flect on it. Ask questions. 

 

#4. Regularly monitor your emotions. 

The world looks darker when you’re 

tired. People seem like problems when 

you’re stressed. You ignore almost 

everything when you’re afraid. 

You see like a leader when you see 

things as they are. It begins with see-

ing yourself. 

 

 

https://amzn.to/3TdznbD
https://amzn.to/3TdznbD
https://amzn.to/3TdznbD
https://amzn.to/3TbjkuO
https://amzn.to/3TbjkuO
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 Key Take-Away 
Twenty-two attendees engaged in the 

highly interactive and intense four-day 

class conducted March 13- 16. The 

event was held at the Viega Training Fa-

cility in Nashua, New Hampshire, with 

lead instruction from Purdue University 

Professor Emeritus Kirk Alter. 

  

Several of the attendees in this session 

were newly promoted to project manage-

ment from positions in the field. “As pro-

ject managers, you still must work with 

tools to get your job done,” said Alter. 

“But those tools are the software we use 

to document, analyze and report job in-

formation.” 

 

During class, the attendees were tasked 

one evening with using spreadsheets to 

analyze the status of a construction pro-

ject just from a single monthly work in 

progress (WIP) report. The following 

morning, Alter guided attendees through 

how they could pull an incredible 

amount of detail out of the software 

about cash flow, profitability, the compe-

tence of management on the project, the 

relationship with the customer, areas of 

strength and exactly where things went 

wrong.  

 

 “This is just a spreadsheet program. It 

has been around for decades and every 

single one of you have it on your comput-

er - but have any of you used it this 

way?” asked Alter. The attendees also 

learned how to quickly use software to 

build a project schedule to submit with 

their proposal and how artificial intelli-

gence could simplify processes. “Now 

that you have seen what you can do, use 

the tools you have and look for others 

that can help you become an even better 

project manager!” 

 

The project manage-

ment class was 

sponsored by Viega 

at their New Hamp-

shire Training Facili-

“Use the Tools You Have” Key Take-away from 

PHCC Essentials of Project Management Class  

 “Use the Tools You Have” was a theme of PHCC Educational                         

Foundation’s popular Essentials of Project Management class in March.  
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The nation celebrates "Hug a Plumber Day" 

on April 25 every year to acknowledge the men 

and women who perform the difficult-- and    

often unpleasant--tasks of keeping our plumb-

ing systems clean and functional.  

 

As the holiday's name implies, people are      

encouraged to hug plumbers as signs of     

gratitude.  

 

The holiday has been observed since at least 

2009. However, we have not been able to  

identify the founder of the day.  

April 25 
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DRIVING DISCONNECT: 

HANDS-FREE IS STILL A RISKY 

OPTION 
 

Did you know that handheld and hands-free are both equally risky? More than 

50 studies show that any form of cell phone use is unsafe while driving, but 

the majority of people still believe hands-free options are safe.  

 

Driving safely depends on the frequency drivers are scanning the area around 

them and the reaction time required to what is going on around the car.  

 

Drivers using mobile phones, whether handheld or hands-free, look but fail to see up to 50% of the 

information in their driving environment. This is called inattention blindness and it's similar to tunnel 

vision. It prevents drivers from effectively monitoring sur-

roundings to identify and react to potential hazards.  

For link to the full article   

click HERE. 

https://weeklysafety.com/?utm_source=email&utm_medium=broadcast&utm_campaign=article&utm_content=Safety+Quote%21+Mishaps+Are+Like+Knives
https://weeklysafety.com/blog/driving-disconnect
https://weeklysafety.com/blog/driving-disconnect
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We have a great program planned for 

this year, including a new session tai-

lored exclusively toward chapter execu-

tives! This new session will help chap-

ter leaders build and enhance their 

own state-level advocacy programs to 

ensure maximum legislative impact in 

their state capitals.  

 

We will also have onsite support for 

new and returning conference at-

tendees, including a first-timers/

refresher course on advocacy, a com-

prehensive issues briefing hosted by 

our Government Affairs team, and pan-

el discussions with top industry lobby-

ists on best practices and implementa-

tion of the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA). 

 

Conference attendees will have the 

opportunity to meet with their legisla-

tors and educate them on PHCC’s legis-

lative priorities, including implementa-

tion of the IRA, energy choice for con-

sumers, and reinforcement of the na-

tionally registered apprenticeship mod-

el. This is where legislators hear and 

learn first-hand from the contractors 

who make these policies possible.  

Our keynote speakers this year will be 

former Representatives Martin Frost (D

-TX) and Tom Davis (R-VA) who will pro-

vide an objective overview of the state 

of politics in this pivotal election cycle.  

 

PHCC Legislative Conference 

May 21-22, Washington DC 

Click HERE to Register! 

https://www.phccweb.org/event/2024-phcc-legislative-conference/
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Chesapeake Systems                                 

Contact:   David Becker 

Address 7400 Coca-Cola Drive | Hanover, MD 21076 

Phone 443.561.1600 (direct) | 443.250.9353 (mobile) 

Email:       dbecker@chesapeakesystems.com 

Website:   www.chesapeakedpg.com 

 

Cummins Wagner Co. Inc 

Contact:   Jamey Gray 

                10901 Pump House Road 

                Annapolis JCT, MD 20701 

Phone:     (301) 953-9370 

Email:      JGray@cummins-wagner.com 

Website:   www.cummins-wagner.com 

 

D&B Distributing, Inc. 

Contact:   Roy Bremerman III 

                Sharron Bremerman 

                2301 Perkins Place 

                Silver Spring, MD 20910 

Phone:     (301) 565-2222 

Email:       sharron@jetglaswaterheaters.com 

Website:   www.jetglaswaterheaters.com 

 

Ferguson Enterprises, Inc. 

Contact:   Carl Anderson 

                11730 Baltimore Avenue 

                Beltsville, MD 20705 

Phone:     (240) 264-3600 

Email:      carl.anderson@ferguson.com 

Website:  www.ferguson.com 

 

Harry Eklof & Associates, Inc. 

Contact:   Natasha Williams 

                3401 Pennsy Drive 

                Landover, MD 20785 

Phone:     (301) 772-1700 

Email:       nwilliams@harryeklof.com 

Website:    www.harryeklof.com 

 

The Joyce Agency, Inc. 

Contact:  Kevin Cerretani  

    3933 Avion Park Court 

    Suite B102B 

    Chantilly, Virginia 20151 

Phone:     800-291-9298 

Mobile:    (703) 898-2020 

Email:    Kevin@thejoyceagency.com 

   www.thejoyceagency.com  

 

Milwaukee Tools 

Contact:   Edgar Galeano 

Territory Manager – Jobsite Solutions 

Washington D.C./ Baltimore 

Cell: (262)788-0176 

Email:   Edgar.Galeano@milwaukeetool.com 

Website:   milwaukeetool.com 

N.H. Yates & Co. 

Contact:   Gary Markle 

                117-C Church Lane 

                 Cockeysville, MD 21030 

Phone:     (410) 667-6300 

Email:       gpmarkle@nhyates.com   

Website:   www.nhyates.com 

 

Northeastern Supply 

Contact:  Brandon Agnew 

               3330-C 75th Avenue 

 Landover, MD  20785 

Phone:    (443) 829-8609 

Email:       brandon.agnew@northeastern.com 

Website:  www.northeastern.com 

 

ROI Marketing 

Contact:   Jason Breeden 

                733 Generals Hwy 

                Millersville, MD 21108 

Phone:     (800) 441- 8188 

Email:       jbreeden@roimkt.com      

Website:   www.roimkt.com 

 

HM Sweeny 

Contact:  Irvin Agbasi 

                8373 Ardwick Ardmore Rd  

                Greater Landover, MD 20785  

Phone:     (301) 322-9100 

Email:      irvin@hmsweeny.com 

Website:  www.hmsweeny.com 

 

Thos. Somerville Co.  

Contact:   Gary Lower 

                6250 Chillum Place, NW 

                Washington, DC 20011 

Phone:     (240) 619-1644 

Email       Gary.Lower@tsomerville.com  

Website:   www.tsomerville.com 

 

Washington Gas 

Contact:   Danielle Osman 

                6801 Industrial Road 

                Springfield, VA 20785 

Phone:     (703)  750-4646        

Email:      DOsman@washgas.com  

Website:   www.WashingtonGas.com 

Washington Winnelson Company 

Contact:   Steve Erickson 

                3333 Pennsy Drive 

                Hyattsville, MD 20785 

Phone:     (301) 386-7771 

Email:       serickson@winnelson.com 

Website:   www.washingtonwinnelson.com 

Huge Shout Out and Thank You to our 2024 Newsleak Advertisers  

mailto:dbecker@chesapeakesystems.com
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.chesapeakedpg.com&c=E,1,rOhH2NrsbF6yo5Dk7JE_Z4UW3nsKsXWK-TZd-VC0mV3PeVFVdszzw5TWx6DxT1duW4jZdbpMb_bZQSvs5bjDFwLfH4srvaTCAkHFoloHS6Q2&typo=1
https://maps.google.com/?q=10901+Pump+House+Road&entry=gmail&source=g
tel:(301)%20953-9370
mailto:JGray@cummins-wagner.com
http://www.cummins-wagner.com/
https://maps.google.com/?q=2301+Perkins+Place+Silver+Spring,+MD+20910&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=2301+Perkins+Place+Silver+Spring,+MD+20910&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=2301+Perkins+Place+Silver+Spring,+MD+20910&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=2301+Perkins+Place+Silver+Spring,+MD+20910&entry=gmail&source=g
tel:(301)%20565-2222
mailto:sharron@jetglaswaterheaters.com
http://www.jetglaswaterheaters.com/
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https://maps.google.com/?q=11730+Baltimore+Avenue+Beltsville,+MD+20705&entry=gmail&source=g
tel:(240)%20264-3600
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http://www.ferguson.com/
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https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.milwaukeetool.com%2f&c=E,1,U2uNzZjSiAmjgLIAjtXINdlcF-ibmyCBFJXgvkAuWiYl9oj2Nr67uWecCH9ng7YO3KPlAV_o_fQh1BuXjhXxKs0Gifz_CMKqCuOteqHlGWT7uFm-lNYAPwEcdQ,,&typo=1
tel:(410)%20667-6300
http://www.nhyates.com/
mailto:brandon.agnew@northeastern.com
tel:(215)%20441-5590
mailto:skidwell@roimkt.com
http://www.roimkt.com/
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Metropolitan Washington PHCC Board of Directors 2024 

Officers: 
President 
Fred Werth  
Kensington Plumbing & Heating 
6804 Pineway / University Park, MD 20782 
Office:   (301) 864-1117 
Email:     mystical.plumber@comcast.net 
Web:  www.kensingtonplumbingandheating.com 
 
 

1st Vice President 
Dick Rhodes 
Vice-President Procurement & Purchasing  
Bryant Group, Inc.  
7891 Beechcraft Avenue 
Gaithersburg, MD 20879   
Cell     410-353-9179 
Office  301-670-2723  
dick.rhodes@bryantgroupinc.net 
www.bgi-plumbing.com  
 
 

2nd Vice President 
Elie Safi 
Aqua Flow Plumbing 
610 Kenbrook Drive 
Silver Spring, MD. 20902 
Phone: 240.876.8719 
Email:  eligeneral@aol.com 

Treasurer 
Glenn King 

G.R. King Plumbing Co. Inc. 
5510 Tuxedo Road 
Cheverly, MD 20781-1318 
Office:    (301) 982-5373 
Email:     grkingplumbing@comcast.net 
Web:      www.grkingplumbing.com 
 
 

 

Secretary 
John Davis 
Davis Plumbing & Heating 
13467 Brighton Dam Road 
Clarksville, MD 21029-1406 
Office:  301.464.1806 
Email:  jjd8959@gmail.com 

 

Contractor Board Members 
Allan J. Luke  
Jiffy Plumbing and Heating, Inc. 
4623 Baltimore Avenue 
Hyattsville, MD 20781-2223 
Office:  301.277.9111 
Email:  allanluke9111@gmail.com 
Web:  www.calljiffy.com 
 

Otto Seidel 
Seidel Plumbing & Heating, INC. 
PO BOX 92482 
Washington, DC 20090 
Phone:  202-397-7000 
Email:  OTTO@SEIDELPLUMBING.COMCASTBIZ.NET  

Bill Warshauer (Past President) 
United Service Specialists 
5110 Roanoke Pl Ste 104 
College Park, MD 20740-4100 
Office: 301 924 3500 
Email:  laura@calluss.com 
Web: www.calluss.com 
  
John Barry (Past President and retired member) 
Email:  jjebarry@gmail.com 
Mobile: 202.841.5871  

mailto:mystical.plumber@comcast.net
http://www.kensingtonplumbingandheating.com/
mailto:dick.rhodes@bryantgroupinc.net
http://www.bgi-plumbing.com/
mailto:eligeneral@aol.com
mailto:grkingplumbing@comcast.net
http://www.grkingplumbing.com/
mailto:jjd8959@gmail.com
mailto:allanluke9111@gmail.com
http://www.calljiffy.com/
mailto:OTTO@SEIDELPLUMBING.COMCASTBIZ.NET
mailto:laura@calluss.com
http://www.calluss.com/
mailto:jjebarry@gmail.com
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Industry Board Members 
  

Carl Anderson 
Ferguson Hydronics 
Hydronics Sales Manager Washington/Baltimore 
4501 Hollins Ferry Rd, Suite 120, 
Baltimore MD 21227 
11730 Baltimore Avenue 
Beltsville MD 20705 
T: (443) 543-1358 (Baltimore)  
F: (240) 264-3604 
E: carl.anderson@ferguson.com 
W:  www.ferguson.com 
  
Jason Breeden 
Director of Services & Training 
ROI Marketing 
733 Generals Highway 
Millersville, MD 21108 
Office: 1-800-441-8188 
Office Direct:  301-672-1494 
jbreeden@roimkt.com 
Web:  www.roimkt.com 
 
Jamey Gray 
Cummins-Wagner Co., Inc. 
10901 Pump House Rd. 
Annapolis Junction, MD 20701 
Office Direct:  240.542.5519 
Fax: 301.490.7156 
Email: jgray@cummins-wagner.com 
Web:  www.cummins-wagner.com 
  

 

Metropolitan Washington PHCC Board of Directors 2024 

 

Gary Markle 
Sales Representative 
N.H. Yates & Co. 
117C Church Lane 
Cockeysville, MD 21030 
Office: 410-667-6300 
Email: gary.markle@nhyates.com 
Web:  www.nhyates.com 
 

Luella Miles-Green 
Sr. Technical Channel Specialist 
Washington Gas   |  A WGL Company    
6801 Industrial Rd. 
Springfield, VA 22151 
Office:    703-750-4476   
Email:  lmiles@washgas.com 
Web:  www.washgas.com 
  
  
Staff   
Sue Thompson,  
MWPHCC Executive Director  
sue@mwphcc.org 
Phone: 301-278-2962 

mailto:carl.anderson@ferguson.com
http://www.ferguson.com/
mailto:jbreeden@roimkt.com
http://www.roimkt.com/
mailto:jgray@cummins-wagner.com
http://www.cummins-wagner.com/
mailto:gary.markle@nhyates.com
http://www.nhyates.com/
mailto:lmiles@washgas.com
http://www.washgas.com/
mailto:sue@mwphcc.org

